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Colorado
Durango HillsEdgemont Ranch Fuels Treatment Thinning

The San Juan Field Officeisinthefinal phase
of completingaNationa FirePlanfuels
reductionthinning ona40-acreinholdingwithin
theEdgemont Ranchand DurangoHills
subdivisionsnortheast of Durango, Colorado.
Thisprojectisajoint effort betweentheBLM,
Colorado State Forest Service, and adjacent
privatelandowners. Withguidancefromthe
Colorado State Forest Service, many of the
privatelandownershavecompletedfuels
reductionthinningontheir properties. Redlizing
theimportanceof reducingthefuelsonpublic
land, accessto the project areawasgranted by Area before the fuels treatment.
aprivate

landowner.

Theproject areawas stocked with approximately
175treesper acreof young, dense second-growth
ponderosapinewithanoccasiona old, largeyellow
bark pine. Thegoal wastoreducetheladder fuels
and create gapsinthe canopy sothat acrownfire
could not be sustained without extremely strong
winds. Approximately 100treesper
acrewereharvested; of these, 75
treesper acrewerelessthan 10
inchesindiameter. Emphasiswas
placed onleavingthehealthiest and
largest treeswhilemeetingthe

obj ectiveof reducing therisk of
catastrophicwildfiretocommunities.
Other timber benefitsinclude
improvingforest hedlthandthe
stands fireresiliency or ability to
surviveawildfire. Slashwaspiled at
thelandingsfor later burning.
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Duringimplementation of theproject

Area after the thinning project. severa goshawk nestsand an historic
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cabinsitewerefoundwithinthetreatment area. Thetreecanopy immediately around
these goshawk nestswasnot thinned but an understory treatment wasaccomplished by
hand with the Southwest Y outh Conservation Corps. Theoldcabinsitewaseasily
avoided during theimplementation of thethinning. Watershedimprovementincluded
creating s ash sediment trapsby placing cull treesinan old roadbed that in placeshad
becomea4-foot deep seasonal stream channel.

Contact: KenReed, Forester (970) 882-6820

CD on Hydromower Use Available

Over thepast severa years, theBLM San Juan Field Officein Durango, Colorado has
used ahydromower insevera fuel s-reduction and wildlifehabitat improvement projects.
Themost notabl e of theseisGrandview Ridge, a160-acreinholding closeto thetown
of Durango. Inresponsetoinquiriesabout the project and the use of thehydrowmower,
theField Officehasdevel oped aPowerPoint presentation on CD outliningthe

cons derations, benefits, and resultsof usingthehydromower. CDsareavailableby
calling the San Juan Public LandsCenter at 970-247-4874.

Colorado Counties, Inc. Promotes Fire Planning

Colorado Counties, Inc. (CCl), an organi zation composed of Colorado county
commissionersand administrators, isconducting aseriesof workshopsaroundthestate
to promotecountywidecomprehensivewildfireplanning. Theeffort buildson county
fireplanning experiencesin eight countiesand groupsof countiessupported by the
BLM, Colorado State Forest Service, and USFS. Four workshopshavebeen heldto
datewithfivemoreplannedinthenext two months.

Each of themeetingsishosted by acounty and CCI. The Colorado State Forest
Servicemoderatestheprogram. Commissioners, administrators, sheriffs, firechiefs,
and plannersfrom thepartici pating countiesattend. L ocal, stateandregional fire
managersfromthe Stateand Federal agenciesparticipateintheprogramand assist
county working groups. Where possible, one of the countiesthat hascompleted or
nearly compl eted acomprehensivefire plan describestheir resultsand how they got the
work done.

Following presentationsonfireplanning processesand descriptionsof approachesused
by theagencies, participantswork together tofirst writeafire protectionmission
statement that recogni zeslandscape-scal efire management acrossownershipsand
jurisdictions. Theemphasisisonaseamlessplan coordinated among neighboring
landownersand managers, including federal lands.
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Next thecountieswork onidentifying communitiesat-risk fromwildfireand describing
thefirethreat. Thelandscapessurroundingthecommunitiesaredividedinto A-
polygonswherenofireisdesired and B-Polygonswherefireunder current conditionsis
highly undesirabl ebut wherefuel smanagement could reducethrest. Inthisway, the
countiesestablish prioritiesfor hazard mitigationinthewildland urbaninterfaceand
begintotakeownershipinwildfirepreparednessand hazard mitigation. Thecounty fire
planswill help BLM managersestablish prioritiesfor hazard mitigationwork onpublic
lands.

Thegoal isto encourageparticipantstoreturntotheir countiesand beginthe
comprehensivecountywidefireplanning processin cooperationwiththefedera and
stateagencies. Participantshave been enthusiastic. Somehavecometotheworkshops
believingthat they had adequatefire plansin placeonly torecognizethat they have
muchtodo. BLM, USFS, and Colorado State Forest Serviceresourcesare made
availableto countiesto hel pthem completetheir plans. Theseincludedatasets, maps,
training, andtechnical assistance. TheBLM in Colorado plansto makefunding
availabletoass st countieswith comprehensivefireplanning againthisyesr.

Contact: Ronald W. Hodgson (303) 289 3851

|daho

Upper Columbia-Salmon Clearwater District
Coeur d’ Alene Field Office— BLM

M echanical/RX FireFuelsTreatments

TheBureau of Land Management Coeur d’ AleneField Officeinnorthern ldahofaces
thechalengeof avariety of fuel typesand conditions. Traditionally, fuelsspecialists
haverelied upon prescribedfireastheir primary tool for treatments. However, these
treatmentsdid not adequatel y addressthe many diverseresource management i ssuesof
thepanhandlearea, such aswildland-urbaninterfaceareas, hightimber resourcevalues,
recreation, visual impact areasand heavy fuel loadings. Theseissuescall for avariety of
fuel streatment types. By combining mechanica work withfall and spring burning, they
havebeen abletotreat moreareasinlesstime, whilesuccessfully achieving resource
management obj ectivesand reducing riskinthewildland-urbaninterfacearess.
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Thephotoshereshow thedifferent
typesof mechanical and prescribed
firetreatmentsontwo recent
projects—Windy Bay and
Huckleberry/LongMountain.
Windy Bay isa180-acreparcel on
theshoreof LakeCoeur d' Alene.
It containsaboater access
campground, urban-interfaceand
heavy fuel loads. Thefuel loads
were caused by pasticestorm
damageand poor forest health.
Thevariousfud treatmentsapplied
includemechanical brushbusting/
dashbusting; handdashingand
piling; lop and scatter; and broadcast and pile
burning. TheHuckleberry/LongMountain
project coversover 600 acresandincludesa
largeportion of ahelicopter loggingarea. The
projectisbeing conductedinconjunctionawith
timber sale. Theprimary fuelstreatment tobe
applied consistsof hand dashing combined with
machinepiling.

Thepilingand clearing of fuel providesa
greater burningwindow whilestill achieving
resourceobjectives. Thisapproachaso
dramatically reducesrisk and allowsprojectsto
becompletedinatimely manner. Waitingfor
proper weather and fuel conditionsunder
narrower burning windowscan set projects

Machine piling logging slash and
back monthsand evenyears. Thework was hazardous fuels.

accomplished by local contractors, which meets

anobjectiveof theNational FirePlan. Although contracting substantially raisesthecost
of these projects, many risksthat accompany theuseof fireareeliminated, and more
optionsareavailablefor theretention of |eavetreesthat woul d not withstand the use of
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fire. Thedurationof the
effectivenessof thetreatment must
alsobeconsidered. Treatmentsin
theseheavy fud typesareoften
effectivefor 40-60years. In
addition, themechanical work can
oftenbecompletedinamore
timely manner, whichalowstight
planning schedul esfor tree, scrub
and grassplanting and other
restorationactivities.

Winter burning of dash piles, Huckleberry/
Long Mountain project.

Bay project after mechanical thinning.
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Oregon

Forest Creek Project

TheForest Creek hazardousfuelsproject
ontheBLM’sMedford Districtinsouthern
Oregonutilized new technology toreduce
thethreat of wildfiretothenearby
communitiesof Jacksonvilleand Medford.
Aspart of thelandscape-level hazardous
fuelsreductionoperation, aspecialy
designed machinecalled ad ashbuster wasused to mechanically thinthenon-
commercia understory. Inthisinstance, thedashbuster wasmoreeffectiveandless
costly thantraditional methodsof fuelsremoval. 1nonesection of theproject area
traditional manual meansof fuel reductionwould havecost $1,300 per acre. Usingthe
dashbuster, thecost per acrewas$460. Thedistrict will follow upthed ashbuster
treatment with aprescribed underburnto reduceany remaining firehazardswithinthe
stands.

Aerial view of the Forest Creek Project Area

Thedashbuster work was
conductedinconjunctionwitha
variety of other treetmentsincluding
understory thinning, handpiling, pile
burning, broadcast burning, and
commercia thinningtoreducethe
threat of wildfirewithinthe 186
acrestand of conifersand
hardwoods. Thiscombination of
fuelstreatmentsservedtoremove
all theladder fuelsintheproject
areaand 95% of thesurfacefuels
(surfacefuelsarecharacterigtically

_ _ small diameter treesand understory
Sashbuster at work in the Forest Creek Project brush)
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TheForest Creek Projectisoneof four
landscape-level projectsbeing
conductedinthe ApplegateValey of
southern Oregon. ThroughNational
FirePlangrants, the City of
Jacksonvillehasaso conductedfuels
reductiontreatmentsontheirlands
withintheForest Creek watershedin
cooperationwiththeBLM andthe
Oregon Department of Forestry.

Contact: Greg Chandler, (541) 618-2267 Forest Creek Project after fuelstreatments
were conducted.

4 & March 11, 2002



